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O L D  W A T E R F O R D  S O C I E T Y  

EDITORIAL 

It is intended to mkke DECIES F5 (~ept.1980) aa index volume to the previous 
;fourteen ~ssues EUI then to 'negitl a new series of DECI%S. As indexing l a  a 
rather te6ious process  WGI would be grateful for any help offeyed. 

Due to t h e  pus t a++ t r i ke  some of our contributors have not had the oppor-ty 
to check the  prooT.s of t h e i ~  scripts and me a ~ o l o @ s e  in advance for q 
errors that may have occurred, 

The Amwl General Meeting o f  the 0. W, S, was held March 23rdd; 1979. 
!We f o l l o w i n g  officers m d  commL+tee wzre elected:- 

CEIANWS 324 GQNSTIWTIOE: The meatzag resol-.-eb, (i) on the appoinkent 
of a hanormy Press Ofricer a30 ahoul2 br m ex-offtcio member of the 
oommittee, and (ik) thet it is -the pal icy of the Society t o  issue a 
publication f o r  which an e d i t o r  shall be elect9d md who will be an ex- 
offioio member of the committee. Thcae changes ell be incorporated in 
a new issue of the Const.i t .~tion of %be Old Wrterford Society which w i l l  ba 
available t u members shortly. 

SUBSCRIPTIOEJ: In view of the  +onfinued r a p i d  rise in merabership,tlne 
subscription f o r  1980 will r e ~ c i n  at &2,50. 

Pleaae forward aq s u b a c r i p t i a n s  fir 1979 (&2.50) 
still au'tstandinq to Ban. Trec~urer: 

Mrs. R. Lunley, 28, Qnisy Terrace, Waterford. 



SIR THOMAS WYSE 

-. "..- 
MAD& LETITIA BONAPARTE -WSE 



THE MARRIAGE OB THOMAS WYSE AED B T I l I I A  BONAPAR!L%. 

By Eileen Holt. 

In 1815, after Napoleonla defeat at Waterloo, when the continent was agaln 
'open ta  travellers, a young Irishman s e t  out upon the Grand Tour, and 
d u r i q  the winter of 1815/16, he arrived in  Rome. He waa the f'uture 
S i r  Thomas Wyse, then known as Tho- Wyse junior. He w a a  twenty-four years 
o ld ,  the eldest of er family of six, and hai r  t o  the ancient estate  of The 
Manor of St. John, Waterford, which had been In the Catholic f m l l y  of the 
Wysea fmr generatione. Already an accomplished am3 cultured young man, if 
a somewhat puritanical and almost wholly humamleas one, he was later t o  
become associated m h  Daniel O'Connell i n  the etruggle f o r  Catholic 
Emancipation, and t o  be elected as a Member of Parliament, f i r s t l y  f o r  County 
Tipperary, and l a t er  for  Waterford City. He became Lord of the !Treasury, 
Secretary of the India Board of Control, and in 1849 was appointed ea Bri t i sh  
Minieter i n  Greece, which post he held u n t i l  his death i n  Athens i n  1862. 
Re was to  a t t a i n  fame pr imar i ly  as an educationalist, and i t  is on his career 
in  the ' f i e lds  f education and diplomacy that  his biographer, J.J.Auchmufy, 
concentrates. Nevertheless, this biography does confain much interest- 
ing and valuable information about Thomasts private l i f e ,  much of it W e d  
upon material From the Wyse family archives. There is also a fascinating 
and entertaining mcount of Thom%als marriage and the subsequent l i f e  of his 
r i f e  ~7 her children t o  be found i n  %he Spurious Brood by O l g a  Banaparte- 
Wyse, an account also based on family correspondence and documents. 

The story of this marriage, reconstructed from these two sources, f3mm 
contemporary accounts i n  Memoirs, newspapers and co r spondence, and f r o m  
hitherto unpublished papers i n  the family archl e T37 and i. .the e r c h l m s  af 
!Phe University of  I l l i n o i s  a t  U r ~ a - C h a m p a i g n , ~ 4 ~ '  i s  seen to be one b b n t l l i b  

elementa of drama, i f  not melodrama, of  idyllic happiness followed by 
deep unhappiness, o f  gaiety and boredom, and of the pathos of exi le  and parting, 

The story beans  in  that winter of  l8 l5 / l6 ,  when Thomas, provided with lettem 
of introduction by Lord and Lady Llandaff, called upon Price Lucien Banapart6 
and'his family who had returned the previous year t o  live in Rome, a f t e ~  epend- 
$gx-_foyr years i n  exi le  i n  England. Zucien, brother of  Napoleon, had been 
refused the t i t l e  o f  a Wench Pr ice ,  but i n  1814 the papal t i t l e  of  Prince.of 
Canino, taken from hia  es ta te  at Cmino, had been bestowed upon him. His 
first wife Catherine-Christine Boyer had died i n  1800, and of  t h i s  marriage 
twa daughters survived, Christine-Charlotte, and Christine - Charlotte- 
Alexandrine--%a. In 1803 he married again, and this m i a g e  was a source 
of great Etnger t o  his brother who had had a dynastic alliance i n  view f o r  him.  
Napoleon refused t o  recognirse Lucienls second wife, the former Alexandrine 
Jauberthon, as his aiater-in-law, m d  brought pressure to bear upon his brother 
to  divorce her. Lucien,however, steadfastly refused t o  do so, tarxi in 1815 
was 1 i~Lng  happily with h i s  wife and children i n  Rome.. The children now 
numbered eight,  the two daughters by his first marriage, and two daughters and 
four sons of the second maxriage. The family was not yet complete, other 
children would be born l a t e r  to  Alexandrine. 

The eldest daughter o f  the second marrtage was Le t i t l a ,  who had been born i n  
M i l a n  on l e t  December, 1804, the eve of Napoleon's corolzation as Emperor. 
Lucien had not  been invited t o  the ceremony, and hfs mother, Madame Mere, 
waited with him i n  Milan i n  the hope t h a t  an invitation would be issued for 
him. It d i d  not however arrive, and Wame Mere refused to go without h i m ,  
t o  the peat  annoyance of Xapoleon. It was after her paternal grandmother 
tha t  L e t i t i a  was named, and when Thomas first arrived i n  Rome she was a child 
of eleven years o ld .  



Many years later, T omasls niece, Winifrede Wyse, wrote down an account of her 
Unclefe m a r r i a a  ( 5 7 ,  and t o l d  how he became intimate with Luoien and hi. 
family, and pa r t i cu l a r l y  devo ted  t o  Lucienls wife. ~ f t e r  a second winter in 
Rome, young V p e  atasted out on a tour o f  the Xear East which was to l a s t  
for two years. On his re tu rn ,  he v i s i t e d  the Bonapartes at t h e i r  villa near 
Viterbo, and Winifrede tells us how during h i s  absence, t he  daughters had 
grown i n t o  young women. She goes on to r e l a t e  how Thomas "dazzled by the 
e r t r a o r d i m r y  beauty, the apparent modesty and gentleness of  t he  t W d  daughter, 
Letltia, at once f e l l  deeply i n  love with her". The word %ppment?is a 
s ign i f i c an t  one, for even bearing in ntnd ' ,I 'inifreders adoration of her ITnole, 
Euld her wholehearted dislike of his wife, it has t o  be adni t ted  %hat the 
picture.which emerges of L e t i t i a  i s  not one of modest and gent le  woman. 
WiniA?ede goes on t o  r e l a t e  how Thomas, elthough in love,hed no thoughtmf 
proposing f o r  L e t i t i a  in v iew of his familyfa  financial situation which was a 
d i f f i c u l t  one. Price  Iluciqu a& his Prife were, however, anxious t o  have Urn 
for st son-in-lew, stnd he was therefore  persuaded -to prapose, and ww accepted. I 
Thomas and L e t i t i a  were m a r r i e d  a t  Canino on March 4th 1821. The br ide  wae 1 
sixteen years old, the bridegroom in his t h i r t i e t ' ?  year. I n  a letter t o  his 
siater 'Harriet dated 8th March, 1821, Thomas described the ceremony, and apoke 
of his great happiness. O f  h i s  wife he r;:id: "She draws, sings, and playa, 
composes i n  FTench nnd Itai ian; I have al ready begun Lat in  and English with 
her, and we read Bel.les L e t t r e s  a d  liil.:tory tggether. She is beloved here t o  
an excess, which even in this f d 1 . y  is extraordinary, w e e everything is 
harmony, attachment, rtrd dignified and u t a f u l  px r~a t .~~  t6f There is no doubt 
that f o r  mhomaa a t  least, ther2  as et f i r o f  3 period o f  idyllic happineas, 
even if Lea t i t l a ,  as we shzll see, my well have had some reservations from the 
very early days. 

O n  6 th  January 1822, their first s m ,  ITapolean i d f r ea  was born. Hia sponsors 
were John Talbot, &;f.t;exwards,.?ar', o f  Shxewsbury, and Charlot te ,  his mother's 
half-sister. It ma's at the  ' o m  of  Charlotte, now Princess Gabrie l l i ,  i n  
R&, that Napoleon was born, On the returnlu Viterbo some months later, 
discord was first noticed between husbwd ~ n d  wife. It was commented upon 
i n  family correspondence, and we can a l s o  fin3 a ref lec t ion  of i t  in the 
fragment of an uqubl i shed  novel, tvri t ten i n  the hand o f  L e t i t i a  he r se l f ,  and 
obviously autobiographical. This ncvel caa be dated from references t o  it in 
family l e t t e r s ,  as having been composed I.x 1823. 1;; is  wr i t t en  i n  French and 
entitled: Madnxne Verunpi racconte ( s ic)  l l h i s t o i r s  de son amie la Contesae ( s i c )  
d ~ b e l l ~ ~ e t i t i a ~  s first lmgu~ge wwas I tslian, but whether she was 
writing i n  Italian, French o r  English, she frequently made mistakes i n  spelling 
md in gmaaar. The fo l lowing passage i s  taken from the beginning of the  
story, and we can subs t i t u t e  'Romef f o r  tPlorencel an8 L e t i t i a  herself f o r  
'my f r i end ,  the Countess of kbervill~.~ : 

"When I. came t o  Florence, my f?rie:ld was barely 1 9  years old, and had been 
m8srfed for more than three years t o  a m a n  who was as v i r t u o w  mid good as 
he was cold and reserved. He a m r e d  and lover' her  more than any other 
woman he had ever met, although he loved her much less than his books and 
his other nccupations, axil did not ah:?? her as much as the objects  dtart 
which decorated his salons,  and that s i n c e  the first days of t h e i r  mamiage!' 

!&re we have an indica-Lion t ha t  Letitia's own disillusionment with inarried 
life probably started very early on. "She h e w  his good qualities," 
continues the narrator , "flhr! gave c r e d i t  t o  his t a l en t s ,  but she did not 
love him.'' Again, &j.g gx-ems t o  be an a c c ~ a t e  summy of Letitia's own 
feelings . 
We then have a portraLt o f  the  heroine, which ia obviously based upon Letitia's 
o m  appearance according t o  corntempormy p a i n t i q s  and descr ipt ions  of her: 



- 7 -  

!Her big brown eyea were gentle, m e t  anb bright. The delicacy and tramrrpar- 
emy of her oooaple;xion were enhanced by the dwk colour of her eyebrows and 
heuLr,....Wsx mum, aaasling white ,  and x ~ r k a b l y  baukWl, were worthy o f  
her smll M a ;  her f.eet were aeh@dag,  and the somewhat pronounced 
eontoma of her body ccmtrasted with the elegant ~tlendexnesa of her fkguro, 
yhich without b e k g  all., was perfect.'$ 

!Phis l a  not a modest me, if we are t o  take it: as $elf-potrait, but it must be 
reme~sbered that Lef;itia wne a rscognised beauty in her y o ~ ~ t h ,  

!&amm too was t a  besgiu a novel l'1ter 02, which waa anti t led Everard A y l n e r ,  
or Memoirs of e Papcst . (8) Rere aqein we f i n d  &u%obiogrqhioal d e t a i l s .  , - 
!i%c hern falls deeP3.Z-in love with a fifteen year old Italian @PI whom he 
describes as 'a true Italian beauty. 1 He goes oa : 

"Nature had s p r e a  out in her ripeat lurxuriance, h% not one line beyond the 
pice and dlgai ty of her mx,.....The eyes were deep and velvety, the Ups 

laving and perhaps large, tht whole countenace e9.d and cancentrated sYd 
enframed in raven halx ." 

After the re4iwrj. Viterbo, ii; f a  xider3Cwd6ble that LekLtia, havf.ng 
~3xper%br&efi the  delight^ a ~ d  exc l i imm~t  02 l i f e  An Roman a ocieb ,  should bave 
rebelled against the dull rout ine she v:as now expected to f o l l ~ w  with TbQmPs. 
She was a f t e r  a l l  e t i l l  wry  young, and a:w longed f a r  gaiety. A t  the sane 
ttiae, ahe was a w i f e  axad motker, urd act wLl'1.ing $9 rreswe the s w i a a  ahe 
had shared ~ 5 t h  her has-l in %he ear ly  days, which doubt;less remlnded her 
of the schoolrow. Tn an5f ewtrtl, in .ef-s autumn of 1824 Tnatters came to et 
bad,  ad af te r  a quarrel With he? hl~u~kt*zd, shc ran screaming f r o m  the howe, 
w a. remilt of wWah sl-s was f orcad to enter the Convent of $ant& Rssa,TFit~rb, 
where she was t o  rcn& n f o r  tLc nexl s e v w  rt'~zi5hs. Frm tha Canven% she mute  
pathetic letters %o her husbsid, b s ~ g . 2  h i m  ts allow her to see her m t ~ ~ E l  san 
whom she loved dcsrly. Ti.ems 3obmmz rw :xbSr)ititd the si&m, uzwelentirlg, 
and uriattractive side of h i e  chtzrmt~r tc t h e  full, and refused a11 her 
raqtiesta'. Be would 1105 evm allan the c E l d  t o  be brought in a carriage and 
held up outside the window, so tha t  s1.e could see rhat the l i t t l e  bay wets in 
$ood health. It w n  not u n t i l  Nay 3 2 5 ,  when she E-Lad made an abject apology 
to her husband, that she wsa allowed f o leare the Convent. 



T h i s  child, mother son, was born Ln the house on the Adelphi in t he  following 
February, and he was named William 'l2homas Cbrarles Joaeph. Although William 
Chmles Bonaparte-Wyse, as he was to be known in adult lS fe ,  always celebrated 
his birthday on 20th ?&bmresy, he was in fact  born on Weaday 21st February 1826. 
On th5t day h i s  father was aheent in Dublin, and Barge Wyae sen"c l e t t e r  to 
Ma brother at his hotel there to be delivered ihnnediately. In it he said: 

9 %  is with infinite pleasure I have to ccwatu la te  you on t h e  b i r t h  of a 
yo= son, Wbch took place nuch unexpectedly %his mornLlzg about; eleven otclock 
after acarce an hour's illness - %he Doctor n o t  being i n  the. She i a  thank God 
~ o i n g  on w e l l  - but much annoyed at your absence. I have no t  to ld  her af  our 
Rzrther delay - hoping you still be able to be here aB intended. 1 have 
y e t  time t o  say once mare - ~ ~ l r e  ~ a s t e  ! ! 1 9) 

2he next day, on Wednesday 22nd, the f o l l o w h g  amomcement appeared on the 
birth in The  Waterford Nirror: 

"Yesterday, the Lady of Thamas Wyse Jun. of the  Nanor  of S t . J o h n  Esq. and 
daughter of Lucien Bompar te ,  Prince of Canino, a son.f' 

The child was baptised the Bishop of BEterPord on 6th March, and the 
Certificate of  Baptism 80) ~hown the sponsors to  be "Thomas Ylyse and 
%kd, Mere Bonaparte . " However, a1 though Thomas Wyae ( aen. ) had expressed 
his willi.ngness t o  act as a spomor, ?&dame Mere had not In f a c t  given her 
consent to act in that capacity t a  her great-grandson. A t  the -Mae of  Z;etitiafs 
marriage, she had according t o  her daughter-in-law Elizabeth Bonaparte 
(nee ~at terson)  "refused to aohmwledge the marriage of nr s daughter mth 
an Irisban on rccount of the fnferioritg of his b i r t h "  

On the 1st kprl l1826 ,  nearly a month PSter the bsptism h a  taken place, a 
letter w a s  written on her behslP fwm Rome, which, w h i l e  cordia l  i n  tone, 
advised Thornaa that she could not ttndertdce to be godmother to the new baby. 
Sbe gave her advanced age as the remon for her refusal (she was then 76), 
and added t t ahe had refused the same request f r o m  several o t h e r  aembers of 
the f d l y .  b ) 
I r o n i c a l l y ,  i n  Irelmfi, Letitia found herself being treated as ay! in fe r lo r ,  
because o f  her Bonaparte connections, by an elemeat o f  the P r o t e s t a n t  aristocracj 
This she resented bitterly, and one incident was reported es follows: 

'We had quite a scene last night  at M r .  Beattiefs Bll. Re took 
Lady Brindley into supper. mle Bonapaxix-Wyse who was there, 
flew i n to  such a rage, and screaaed - so as to be heard by everyone - 
thet she ought to have precedence of everyone in the room, ae she 
waa of r o y a l  blood and s, princess in her own r igh t .  Hex hwband 
had great di f f i cu l ty  in getting her t o  take his amg and he conducted 
her to his carriage. She is n splendid woman, but she has, O! such 
a voice ! and such a temper! There a r e  rumours of a sepzmtion,"(l~) 

The Wyse family were closely involved in the Waterford Election of 1826, and 
supported the Li lae ra l  candLdnte, Henry Vil l iers  Shnecct, on a pro-Emancipation 
propamme. 

In the spring of that yew Thomas had tcken a home on The N a U ,  and the fcmily 
had moved there. A description of Letitia's activities in the e lec t ion  
capa ign  has been preserved: 



e 3.12 Waterford wcs certainly i lat d u l l  that yem, and in October Thomas and 
etit id attended t k ze  great Fancy llrees BaL1 at Draciaw, the Beat of iienry Vllliers 
mt, Htha h&d been successfully retiurned at the Elscttun. !thomas w a s  attired 
a@ a genCleman of Const@nt5mpla, and Letitia cs ''a Lovely Italicu perrlsmt." F The couple x l c  p a  B 4 i n g  parts in an mter'tciment given at the X 1 ,  report 
df which ww even in the local preas; 

ehmacoce early t o  witness m exhibition en tableaux, a n m l  entertainment 
own on the Continent, but; which has not before beerr exhibited in thOs 
, Large p i t h b e  frsu?os were placed on the stage, in front of whioh ia 
ten game mil, behlnd which thoae who m e  to perfam stand.. .The great 

con$inue in s fixed at tLhde ,  mtionless, breethleser, & apparently 
ao RB t o  appear to thespectutors l ike  a reel picture. W e  enter- 

merit was perfomed in the Pheake at Droramo by Mr. S d a m t ,  the Hon. *. 
p o u r ,  Mr. W p e  a d  Mrs. Bumpm-b Wpe, etc . e k .  with which the unerous arrd 

ashimable &fence which f i l l e d  the baxes weye highly dslighthted.fr?le) 

sss L i t i k i a  becams in-reaeingly a p p y  in Ireland. She date~ltetl the 
, Bait longed for the s u m y  skies of Xfoly. She conpUined tkat her 
rsagleoted her? t ha t  he shut himelf nww with his Books, that he paid 

t i o n  t o  his sister-in-lw a d  her daughter Winifrede than he did %a 
ID the winter of B27, her brother, Prince Charles Bsmgm-t;e ccm to 
hen, anit he found his sister irrLtcble cllad disccmten-teb. He had little 

~ympcthy wlth  h r a d  told her that ahe hcid n W b w d  such aa very few women 
boost of.?lf) W b - t  he either failed to recognisa, or dlmiaaed ca being 

no tmpaftanoe, ww the fact that there HZ& complete IncampatablliQ of 
a-t; in hwbana 2nd wife. Iietit3.a did mkmwledge her knrslx?ndVfa g o d  

a, but they did not make her bappy. Airthemore, in tM sphere o f  
a c t i v i t y ,  their tcsstes aane-bi~es dif fered s w p l g r ,  and 3hts was a source 



He went on to present an musizg'mcomt of .the wiles of young ladies  who took 
pm-t in w h c t  he considered t o  be an itmoral dcnce, but behind Che If&* hemted 
tone we can sense the cold dis~pprov~l o f  the puritmical. Thorns. We nust 
course rmaber thct there were m q y  o t h e r s  who did not qprove of the waltz 
at this period, end we shauld,not condean hiu f o r  this reason clone. But this 
wes only one souroe of dispuke. The fiery Southern tenperanent of hia wife 
wcs ill ntztched with his cool reseme, and he s inply did not t r y  t o  understand 
her tantrmus, nor wou ld  he n&e -my 3 L l a w w c e ~  for her. There were faults on 
both sidea9 but it is he who energea as the w p p z t h e t i c  char~cter because of 
his cold and self centrad a t t i t u d e  towcrda &a young wife. 

The rumurs of a sepwction grew. One day Lestitir. mrived a t  the Demery 
"cttired i n  a white mornLng dress profusely trim& w L t h  Valenciennes lace, 
and a leghorn htst with n plune of acc~x?let tea-them; her stockingless feet were 
thrust loosely i n t o  red morocco s l i p p r a .  She wns superbly handsome, but wiCh 
a pronounced tmpression of bitterness cnd defimcs!" (19) She a o u n c e d  that  
she w a s  going to leave Wcterford for  good, and thEt r .Deed of Separatfon was 
to be dram up. !The Dean's wife roceived tha naws coolly, notvishing to take 
sides i23 the dispute between husbcind a d  wife. She wcs i n t i x t e  e t h  t he  
Wgse faully, mii well aware t k t  they would be there long cfter  Letitin had 
left. 'Phis coohesa had the effect of excsperrtirg Letitia all the more. 
Ifshe worked herself ug i n to  a stcte o f  pess'on te screming'', and hELd to be 
supported downstairs a d  into her cxr i rge .  t207 

A t  the end of Jmwry, 1028, while Thoas and George were fn Dublin, Letitia 
f ina l ly  left Waterford. Her one bitter regret w m  tkt ahe hca t o  leave behind 
her  two l h t t l e  bogs, but ahe Imew she would never be r l lawed to have custody 
of then m d  t o  tEke %hen fron frelmd.  There is no doubt t b t  she loved her 
eldeat son demly, .wid even if there is little evidence of her affection far 
W i l l i a n ,  there is nevertheless nn eleclent of  p d h o s  in the parting of the nothw 
f rom her young children, ~ l b e i t  that she wc.s leaving o f  her own accord. She 
intended t a k i n g  the boat at Dublin for Holyheal, bu% Thanes ma George had been 
warned of  her depcrture frou Wcterfard, and were waiting f o r  her on hex mrival 
r;t $he Waterford Hotel in Dublin.  Thi3ra followed a low dispuss ion ,  but Leti t ia  
was adma.cn%, and i t  wcs cgxeed ttmt a D e e d  of  Separation should be drcm up. 
Le t i t i a  handed t o  Thonas c l e t t e r  she had intended posting t o  hin from Holyhead 
i n  which she t o l d  h i m  i t  w a s  as inpossible far then to live happily together 
"as to  unite water and f i r e  tagether  in  the s a w  vesrsel.'' She said "our tns tee 
m d  dispoait tom m e  t o o  nzrcb opposed - what gle~ses ne is painful to you, whct 
displecses ne c h c m  you!' She epoka of her children, pmticulwly the elder: 
''1 reearnend t o  your love Willim and Napoleon, the l ~ t t e r  (nuch too sensitive) 
hw several traits of  ny ch?zmeler, look cfter W, direct his upbri&ng,treat 
hin w i t h  gentleness, 2nd those sate  qu~litios whfch hwe bs u t about my 
unhappiness w i l l  bring about hFs happiness and your pride. "?28 !Then she left 
for Eolyhend cad Imdon, r;nd she never szw hex husbvld ngain. 

About a month ofter her departure, she did,however, r e t m  2;o Waterford by the 
sterner fron G r i s t o l .  She hcd been advised in LonCtan to obtain the services 
of c. legal aclviser In Ireland, and th i s  VKLB the purpose of her esit .  Thomas 
took steps t o  m i d  her, moving t o  his brOtherla house on the Adelphi during 
her v i s i t .  h Deed of Sepgration was signed by 'both parties in m y  1828, and 
Le-t;itia, having stayed f o r  sam tine in Dublin, returned to London. 



An account of 'Pho~e.s's life after tho sepcsntfon is t o  be found in U s  biography, 
and that of Letitin nnd her cMldren in The Spurlous Brood. W k k t  shauld be, 

t 
i e  Being exmined in closer detail, in spite of nmerous articles, and one fU1 
length work in Prench having been mi t t en  on the subject, is the l i f e  mxl work 
p f  their second a m ,  who beccue a Provencal poet  of distinction, a d  a friend 
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bsamire pariah at pre8en-b i s  a rather unassuming place with l i t t l e  about it 
to indicate farmer distinction. Eowever, a single reference and corroborative 
nomenclature indicate that here was an impor tan t  medieval scc$?aiastical centre 
aad long af ter  it had vanlshed there was at least one attempt to develop an 
urban settlement on a p p r o x i w t e l y  the same site. This article intends to 
deal in turn a t h  the evidence far these 8ettLementa. 

!PIE3 l'MONASTERY1l (? ) OF R ~ S ~ ~ :  
In the parish at present e %wo churches - a Catholic one adjoining Newto PI IP2 1 Yillwe b u i l t  abou* P836 1 and a Church of Ireland datiw f r a m  about 1830 
etmding on the townlarrd of Kil,.macthomas. Both are modest buildings d t h  no 
evidence of antiquity about %hen. Yet  r'2 7,391. this p@ah boasted an 
eaclesiaetical settlement which rivaled Ardmore if the papal taxatim of that 
year is a fair indicator. Only L imore ,  m a  , StraAbally and Glenvydan 
( ~ e e - ~ e c i e s  9 )  were rated substentially higher.m By Cronnellfa time all 
that l i q e r e d  of the estsbliehme,t was the townland "Lisardnemanlsteragh'' 
as recoraed in the C i v i l .  SU~VE~.?~) This lay  t o  o r t h  of  the Cork-Wat 
r o d ,  the t om land  of Rossn6re l y tng  ta the soutq8'The D m  S m y  Map, 
showing only the three -tiownlads to the Southaest of the parish, states that 
on KiZmacthmas townland there m e  two mills in repair,  a c stle in repair 7 and several cabbins. Bo church is mentioned. By 1659 (6 the 
I i i sard~em&ste~h had gon although st vemion of it appears in the aooks 
of Survey and DistributLon 41) in the joint townland name of ' lentown and 
Lisnamaneskagh . '' 
'That there was such a religLoua establishment ie assumed by 0~~onovan(8 )  and 
he -plies that t Chusch o f  Ireland stands on its aite. Th is  i s  taken up 
by Canon Power (9y,nd between them they glve authority to the assumption. 
The evidence tm seems fairly weighty . Canon Power records, "the present 
Protestant Church atands on the s i t e  of  the orf @rial Roamire  Parish Chmch 
and fragislents of the ancient buildinc m y  be seen incorporated into the present 
chwch." Furthermore, the 1840 0.S .Map shows an ecclesiastical site at the 
rear of and outside the presen t  c h u r c h p ~ 3  at KLLmcth~m~ts. 

It s e w  a reasonabLe h y p t h k ~ i s ,  therefore, that the Church o f  Ireland here 
represents a continuity of t r ad i t i on  going back at l e a s t  to 1291. No auch 
clabs have been made f o r  the Catholic Church three miles away at Newtown. 

SITE OP BOSSMIRE PAlUSH CHURCZI: 
It is my contention that in Z c t  near Iqewtown is the efte of the old pariah 
church and indeed of an older t radi t ion.  The fact that Lisardrr.&steragh 
was near he e -s obviously s i w i c a n t  but other  eddenoe rmrst be produced. 
Canon Power fl0j implies that there was no earlier church at Beatown 
W l h  in 1836. However, he also mentions t h a t  there was a pattern 
which was stopped around L 40 and thLs obviously implies an older  tradition, 
The G r a n d  Jury !Map apf 12312 12) shows a chwoh here and nobody disputes that 
Donncadh Rua w a s  buried at Ue own church i n  1810. k "church mindi 5s shown 
here by Taylor and Skinner (l3Yi.n 1778. Xost telling of all, perhaps i8 r 
gravestone in the present churchyard, inscribed wound 1770 for one laid to 
reet In, "the burial grouna of hi; ancestors. '' 





however given i n  the C i v i l  Survey a d  the Down survey. By conpmLrig acrerrgee, 
outlines mc? bundrziss of the tamlmds  glven here and t h ~  present townlaads 
it seem t o  qe  indisputable tkt ','mkeenqloch, the townlrtncZ on which stmda 

' %he nodern 'Mewtown church wna indeed portion o f  mciant  Rossaire. 

Whet then of the c1ci.m of Kil;lacthor-rsa ? One reference gfvea the clue. In 
early tinea a @ant of n f ~ L r  wzs given f o r  l'Kiluacthonasin zlics ~ilcowle~~(l4) 
T h i s  &uld b d i c r t e  thnt the t om lnnd  hEYa an older altern~tive rime - Cill CMlle 
o r  St. Mochuillefs church, n ~ d i f i e d  f o n t  of which is stillin use anor@ msidenta 
there. This acy then have been %he Bite oP z c,ll church whose ruina stood 
there un t i l  the building of c C h ~ c h  of I re lmd.  When this was first done 
ccruzot be dtted for certcin, but the emliest  gcve here i a  1766 tml Donncadh 1. 

Rua beccue clerk here the prevLous ye92 s s ib ly  on the conpletion of the 
churoh. It wca cerinTnly here in IT78 z d ? b u t  cppcsently- hzd to be rebuilt 1 
in the lctc 18208, . OrD~uovm's reference t o  r;n "wc ien t  building1' may there- 
fore only be t o  an cppcrently f l iusy  185h century structure, m possibly to 
the rereins o f  Kilcowley. 

It nimt bc: sa id ,  however, thGf the present Newtown site haa even less l e f t  to 
date or place it prr;cLaely. The present lrcrgo grcvey& these is on three 
distinct levels. b the upper level stmds the present church. Delm it 
are to be f o w d  the o ldes t  tcubs :;inoh ray Ind izz te  thc-t  here wns the site 
of an older church, tke equ iv~ len t  o f  o w  i 5 e l d  i n  fmn the racd which 8 e e w  
true of so tinny old chlrches in o-t W ~ t o r f o r d .  The level below it Fe 

It reiazina,tberefore, to a , x o u n t  far the diaoppersaace.of the n&es, not only 
of the emly church site i t s e l f ,  but of the very tawmJ-csi8 on which it stoud. 
It seem thct  the villqp at the c;'osa mcds becane "Newtowntr whtch mne c m e  
to be applied in tine -to -the townlmG of 7;-Ls~nerwxi.steragh on which it stood. 
I n d u e c o u r s e t h e ~ j o i ~ n e ; c h w c h e i t e d a u b t l e e s  alaoacquiredthe'rxxii . 
Newtown. Sone explmation is therefore neeJed for the ehergence of thia now 
ntxie. 

Beet h ~ w n  of these i n  Cbrrles Snithls;("llhbout one hundred years =go (i.e.in 
164U1s), one Greatrzkes f o m e d  c design o f  b u i l d i x  r; town in a plcce in thia 
parish [ i .e .  ~ o s m n e )  which y e t  retctns the ncae a f  Xewtown; the strsets 
were m k e d  out m d  pmed m d  se~erzl houses built which * e  since gone t o  
ruLn". Local ixcdi t iour  s t i l l  m a ~ r t s  t izt  t1;is w2.s none o-kher t b n  '?Phe 
Stroakert', Vclantine Gr~ctrckes who received a grznt of the d i s t r ic t  from 
a grateful Charles 11 =d proceeded to erect a town. This ou a k v e  been 
between h U  return -to Irelmd in 1666 md his dec-khi 1683. r16j However, 
thia Zmd w a s  thrm in the possession a? Mztin Home who cppl ied  f o r  e. 
licence for c, fcir here ( q p r o x i ~ . t e l y )  in 1685. It is hcrit t o  justify the 
involvaaent of c umber of the Grcntmkez fcmily of Aff~ns as e p a r t y  to auch 
speculcci5on ct thin stcge. Mixtin TIo.:re did loae  his lrnrfs i n  the J a c o b i t e  
w m  tad they m y  for c, v;hile h z v ~  cone in to  the possession of axle of the 
Grectrzkes fcsily - bu% thct w~uli3 h m u  been only f i f t y  yems before SPithTs 
tine. 

Tfiere is =other possibility however. &fore 1641, one Walsh of Little 
Island owned nost of Rossnire parish. The C i v i l  Survey szys of this "(there) 
a%mdeth the wales ( s i c )  of  sevsrdl  mined hcwses md c paved stree-tsintended 

I bs%re the rebellion for a plmtaC c~.", This  cl.emly was the origin of Kewtom, 
L 
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*e  rime ~ P i n g  into o f f i c i a l  wage in;rste& 09 Z l j a ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  Qcdtv 

2% %rs-mt ~WCZS.. Qlearly tbe ct teqted $eftlef;lerlt fz~ lea  'dist I t  ia p m a i U - .  
Wt W-k%n HOQI*B1e-+@lppllcbtim for a f& a h d f  ebntmy late?-repescmted an 
&%t&@f to xe~toro the "pXan%acarsl'. As both these nern were C&tboLSc?a, 
m~a-wwdem whether tihey we~e  a w c l e u s  of r~lgr link 6th the f o r a e r  
.eoaleaWtical martame af $lq towriicar3. 

This of course still  does not  explain the disoppeemncc of the  townlznd. of 
Rossnire which appews t o  have been ltaken into the mdern townlands o f  
Pwkeem@och and Gmigue, na eehc. k tentative explanation could k~ this; 
the nane Rass&s had begun $ o drop out of cornon usage anyway with the emergence 

- of " X e w t ~ w n ' ~ .  Having l i t t l e  descriptive newing i n  i tse l f  (experts  disagree 
as t o  whct i t  does new) i t  grxlually c m c  t o  be s u ~ p l m t e d  by n w e a  uore 
evocetive of locd phenooem. F i r s t  c m e  Greib-permg~eha by which rime the ,area 
is Icnom in the G r W  Jury ntp-anc? then the Little Rocky Field (9arkeeaaglooh) 
emrged as a fe~ture corirmnly refemed to. These were in such counon currency 
that by 1840 OIDonovnn siuply accepted theu as the townland ntmes and the m e  
Bossnim only lived on as w p l i e d  t~ the parish, 
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For o l e w a g  %he fowzdation of the =in wcll of the ranpar t  and the counter- 
m e  archt being Ln leng-t;h 2,120 f t., 2 0 9%. wide nnd 20 5 3 .  deep, which &es 
B# squslres O 401- per squme znou ts \  to 

A .  . 6964-/- 

T h e  c k g e  of the counter-nLne m h ,  being Lhe s& length cs the 
r-t, and in every parch IZUll3ing ektere is 24 pgrchea,. so that 
them f s in the whgle . I S ,  TO4 perches @ 12/- per pe2"dh o u m ~  to .. .+ - fC2,822/@/- 
... 
The round table stone ct the toy; of the r a n p a t ,  being 2,120 ft. 
Q 4/- per foot eoms t o  6, 424/-/- 



The chwgc of building th@ w~, 'L1 of the m i d  out wo~ks or counter- 
gwx-d, Wth me counter-nine arch, m o u n t s  to 6,802 perches, *he 
wc.l1 being in length 1,BLO ft., 16 ft. Ugh wd 7 ft. thick; the 
=ah of the counter-em baing 24 ft. over and 2 ft. thibk, 
contains the number of perchea before ~eatLoncd, &i 12/- per 
perch cones t o  

The walls t k t  face or line the imide of the rcnpxrts, or the 
outaide of thu @=9t2 being in Icrr$Ch 2,500 ft, 5 ft. thick, 
and 12 9t. high, which rmkes 3,409 perches, B 12/- per perch 

canes to 

Por.si&ng the grzft, being 80 it. wide ,  1,600 ft. in length 
and 14 ft. deep, mkes 5,120 squcres O 20[- per square cmes to 

For the two trnverse well8 ' d ~ t  cover the lower battery, with f h s  
two redoubts at each end, amaunts t o  

T h e  charge of seuleq boxes af s t o m  

The chmge of bmrhcka t o  be under the r a p i e r  arched m d  lor 
storre houses 

Pqx  p U s & o e a  f o r  the outer counter samf, being about 120 
mming perches or rods, with c brezst-work of stone before it, 
Q &8 per peroh cones t o  

Far- casenates and wcWs wharc need sha l l  reqfire, f a r  the defence 
05 +Ire @me, c a m s  to .E Z,QOO/-/ 

For smithsr work, glming, plumbers, and gaintin$, estiuated at 

Por draw-bridges 

Por gmrd-houses 

Por .p.iles t o  be driven in belaw to the  wcter-side 

Poc carriages md plctfoms 

There is nothing ncntionsd for the lowar g l c t f o m ,  they being t o  
3ic ell upon skids upon tho bz-ttery, Thtrc is nothing allawed for 
accidents by reason it is put  i n t o  the p r i ce  o f  the perch work, m d  
is t o  be done cheaper than what is se t  down. The s m  t o t e l  for 
conpleting t h i s  dasign for for t i fying Passage by tiking in the hill &41,788/3/- 
The charge of c boon m d  chcin t o  be d r m  =cross tho river ;rt 
fwaage, will oomc to 

~ u & o w  illustrations adorn the pages  of Phillip's survey, wh5ch is mit t en  
i n  c clear, neat hand. Two n f  then are of Passage. The first 18 a plan of the 
proposed fort i t s e l f  ( p g e  1Q ), The aecond is an enamous proape@% of the 
river Icraking downstrccz nt Pcsscge and B~llyhaclr, with Duncmnon in the d i s t w  
The village of Pcssage is shown with i t s  nnq-ohimayed houses with their a t t j o  
wLx~Iows ;  m5.ous i-bitants s W d l  - ,hut  the quqp =nil zduire the bocts, 
while &t the south end of the village cnotincr bozt is in grocesa of  constructiar 
Beyond thLs is the for t  - 8 squat w.tzchiccllated round tower from which an 



Amended version of Phillips Plans f o r  the proposed 
Fort on the hill over Passage. 



beeide it 0;: VI?'~C~I eta .?  the aid church, then in ruins. ( A  nodif l id  version 
o f  t h ~ s  appears on page 21. j , 





(or  ~ i t h h e s )  enclose t h ~  Yields, that extend- to 
Cover fbr IProopsq' . 
' f f e ~ p i t e  Tarrant's recomenda.tiom, Passage P o r t  
qnd of tke American war .  The ru ins  of the  old 
~#&11s wfi?h t h e i r  mbraswes, and the "Garrison" 

In 1796 Lt.-':ole Charlea T a r r a n t  was sent to inspect  the for t i f ica t ion ,  e;nd he i 
reported as follows:ll "On Passa~e point which is low and sandy is round 
tower the rewins a f  rsn anciedt  blockhouse, without either f l o w s  or roof ;  
ahrrut 15 y e w s  ago 9 embmzmes wsre made, p l a t f o m  laid, some G w  mounted, 
azx3 a amall BuiMi-ng exerted fox  a Parrack, and a wall to the Land about; 
12 feet  high with holes far mwquetry. The G u m  wer@ removed at the end o f  
the wm, the p l a t f o m  e d d ;  there f a  no gate at the entrance, & t he  Barrack 
requires t o  be repaired, h ~ r e  w e  7 embramres that p ~ i n t  towarrds King's Bay, 
ma 2 aerorn the Channel but now up th,e R i v e r .  The Ibb~azuree are sa l o w  
that some of them da not cacead 4 feet  above hLgh water mark, 

1 

llFrom the hkgh Rocks. above Passage the Fort o r  Battery l a  witbin reach of 
Haquatry. Fhia p l w e  m i g h t  be an additdon to the defence of the harbour, 
notwithstanding the Rock& oopapand it as Troops might be there g ~ s t e d  in safety 
f r o m  Ships Cannon Shot, t o  prevent boats landing near it. 

" W e  srteep and high land above Passage ex*nding an the v/aterford shore, coeds 
a Ships Deck as the Channel i s  nearest to that shore, 4 a. sh ips  gum cannot 
beax on i ts  summit, where: it is mt so steep, and inclines mope inland, Banks - 

cheek point, affording 6% goad 

was never aceqi-ed after the 
"Spanish " tower, the o u k r  I 
wetted. at the time of the 

VO~LVI-teem r'ema.ingd unattended until late In the nineteenth c e a t q  when it I 

waa decided to d e m o l i ~ h  811. This was accordingly done wd only. a smal l  por t ion  
of one fLanker now remains of the old defences. 

RKXXtX OF T I E  FORT: 

Bor some reason, ~ m i . t h ~ ~  dismisses  the Fort with the WOT~EI:  "Where the pier 
nuw stands was farmerly a block-house, rilounted w i t h  several great w s ,  then 
under $be c o m d  of the governour o f h c a a n o n  Fort." ?his has had an intersstiw 

1 

I 

e%feet uporl his succamars, especially the compilers of tapogaphical works: ; 
I t  h m  efrsctively damped anp in teres t  in the fort at allt w d  Smith's remark 
bw been gassed from pan to pen by men who did not bother t a  check its accuracy. 
#ad they aone 80, they would have found Passage bursting with antiquarian 
inkerest 

But the P o r t  has f w e d  muoh better at the hands of the draughtsmen o f  the last 
@BnWy, In the BatLalzBI L i b r & ~ y  a m  .t;wo battered sketches 09 it by an 
&nonymous drauzhtsmern of t h e  early 18OU s .I3 One i s  a v2.e~ af Pamage from 
the south, showing the round tower, two sides of  the curttiin wall with the 
two embrasures added in 1779-EN .pointing across the river, the thatched roofs 
o f  the h m e s  showkng up behind and the masks of tho ships, with the church 
on the hill in the background. [see modifled version, Page 24 ) . 
!!!be seo~nd sketch is a close-up view of the tower ftself. It was published 
aa a colourcd p i n t ,  and tlaure is a copy of t X s  in the British ~f brmy.14 
Aaather p r i n t  by the sme axtist aad publishers, entitled "Piew on the River 
Blackxater", was published 011 1 Oc-tober 1809, which may be sicme guide to the 
&ate of the Passage print. It shows the machicolations of the tower clearly,, 
md one can see what the Rev. Alexander lilcock mt3-mt when he aomplained in 
1P4 t&.t the fort had been damaged by %he encroachments of the  Bea. Behind 
the toww, the sky is Li* up by the pink glow of the  91x1 r i ~ i n g  over BaZlyhacb 
C a s t l e ,  while a fishing-b'qat f a  j u s t  r c t z z m f . ~  to tbe harbour after ite e 
worh, (see skeech of this pzint on page 23 ). 
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. . Du ITpyer b s  also left  a ske.tch of ~assa~e, made from the Yat&ford r o a d  in 
- September 1862.15 1-f; shows the curtain wall m d  the G w r i s o  within it, 

y6 b&most of the toweraems t o  havafa l lcnaway%n%o %he sea (see page24 ) 

There me a few oontenpcmary references to what m y  k v e  been a ther  for%ifica- 
Liom ia or mar Passagr;, Qne aacamt t~f the abortive at tempt by -&he I r i s h  
forces to recover Passage from the Croawellixns a.tatcs17 that when O Perrall 
gat there he "began to repair a denolished f o r t  that; was there". In 1685 
"EL cast1e, a garden a d  several ho ses 2n Passage" w e e  held i;n tru$t f o r  

4 kichard f i a f i e l d  by Martin Hore. l8 iimong the  lends confisaeted under P i i l l i a m  III 
L and soZd at 'Cbiohester House in 1703 wese; "Gaultier - AII o l d  house, Castle,and 

prome ather hauses i$t'Pmsage, rent in 1702 E10-5-0. Value &93-2-6, Tenant, 
Michael Mmpkty. Descrfytion - An old Cast le  t h e e  stories high with one roon 
in each ¶?laor, wi.th two tenements o r  m s t  flats an which stand the walls of two 
mined houses,in ~ ~ t r s s a ~ e ' ~ ~ ~  A l l  wese bouglrb by the Hollow Blade &ort i  ~dpany.ZO 

' One of the anonpow sketches of c.18a9 clearly shows a t a l l  &quake tower in 
the village. Whether these references are t a  Passage Fort ,  the sixteenth-century 
Aylward residence a r  some other building is W d  to say, 

1. P h i l i p  Herbert!Hore: History of the Town end County of Yfexford - 
I Dukzcmon Port ,  &c. ,p .228 

2. Historical. IISS Camission; Omond NSS ( B ~ W  S,eriqa) 111, 155 
3. Gal. S t a t e  P~.pers, Ireland, XXITZ172. 
4. B a t i o n a l  Library  MSS 2557+ 3137; fzst. LISS , Gum. ; Umond bISS $, 366 
5. Or*mond WS, If, 711 
6 .  There JAY% t w q  copies of P h i l l i p f  survey in the PJationrzl L i b m y ;  

MSS 2557 and 5137. Tbs actual report has been published in 0-n$ 
aA5S L'f, 314, 322. The B r i t i s h  Library also pr>55esses cop ies  R ~ F  t h e  . -1 
lll.wtratiansv ( ~ j n g !  s Topographical. Cotlc-ctf on,LV, 11,12,21 i, kc) 

I 7. Hore, ctp.ciO. ,~p;;?39 et seq. 
I 8. Smith, Antfent & Present S t a t e  of ' i iateyfod (17461, P.172 

4, Hare, op.cit.,p,2$6, . , . L  

I 
U3, Bri&ish I2ibra.q MS Aadit ional  93 118, f .121. His naps o f  Go. Waterford, 

I dab4 1776-1782, are als'o in the British U'brary. 
ZL. B.L.'l@ Add. 33118, fif.357-1.3. 

13. EWeb Catalogue No 1573 (5) (24). 
14. &I;. KLflgTa 'Pop,, LV, 21 (ii), The Blacbrater pr int  fs LIT,39, 
15. R.5 .B.I. Collection, 11% 6 3 .  
16, In 1854 S f r  ~ & m d  Bmke referred t o  "the fast disappearing ruins of 

Sweage Port and Oastlatl ( ~ i ~ i t a t i o a . 3  of Seats  and Arms,-2nd series9f$.59-16L 1 .  ' 17. Asphorismical Discovery, ~f , 59 
18. Lattin-hlamfield MSS (published in AWlectEt IIibernic~,XX, 92-125) . 
19. ITational Jibrary, Matthew Butler 11155, XXX94, 
20, Matthew Butler, W o q  of  Gadtier,  p.112. See S i m ,  Tha WiLl iWte  

~ o d i s c a t i o n s  in Ireland? 151-155. 

Sketches and traaings on page 25 & 24me by P,bs, Susanne Bropby . 
I 

I (TUB a r t i c l e  will be concluded in Beciea 22 w%th an account of the eccleaia8tioal 
remaim in ~ r o o l c - ~ a s s e ~ e )  . 
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: Left, title page from - TRY print4 
in Bunmahon in 1857. An 
advertisement for the publiccteic 
for the publication declared it 
be "An illustrated gift book f o ~  
youth. For the counsel and 
encoFragement of youth and ypuq 
people gknerally,, a little w ~ r k  
prett i ly  i l irxspatedw.  It is. 
sa id  that 7,000 cq$iqs of thd wc 
were printed. -The authorship- oj 
the book. +is given' as "Old Jonatl 
and this was the ps'eudonym used 
occasion by Rev. ?.A, Doudney. 

Right, sketch df the 
village o f  Bunmahon 
Co. Waterford c .  1855 
The large building to the 
right is the glebe house 
completed by Rev. Doudney 
around 1854. The artist 
of the scene was one 
J. Knight. 

Left, view of the village 
of' Knockmahon, Co. 
Waterford c. 1855 .  The 
buildings above and below 
the Protestant Church may 
have been m e  or other of 
Doudney's schools, t h e  oqa 
below probably being the 
printing school. The row 
of cabins t o  the centre do 
not survive, and they do not 
appear to correspond with 
the lie of the land as it is 
today. 



(?art one of this article uea published in Decies 10 and dealt rlth t b  aar 

blze Irish Pmtestant clergf and laity as a whole were a+@nst the open dli.&* 
proselyUslng aativity carried an by miaaionariea fmm England. However, the 
two notable exceptims t o  -Chis rule amng lMiq Irish churchmen, were 
the Archbishop of Tuaa, Power le Foer Trench, and Robert DaLy, Biahup of Cwhel, 
Emly, Waterford and Liwnore. After 2839, with the death of Trench, Dalg 

+ 

~ m e d  the 1eadership of the pmselyt i~ing element m n g  Iriaah Piateetanti. '. 
WB poaition WELS strengt3atmed when Daly was created Iliahop of, Cashel. in 3843; 
l svl office he held unt i l  M s  death fn 1872. D u r i n g  lzis long epjscopal reign, , 
;D#ly openly &upparted Proteetmt laissiomry activity and jrigorously encotmag& 
n the clergy of his P a w  d i o o e s f , ~ ,  Cashel, W y j  Liarnore and Wetierford, ir i  the . \ ;cultwaf and r e l i g i o u s  conversion 09 Catholics. 



In ma%ter the ~Zerw mst be prepared t o  aaswne the duty l a i d  upon them: 
"you ghoul& be prepwed to set before your Than Catho15c neighbours that there 
1s 'boldr~ess to enter into the holiest '  allowed t o  every s+mm through the- 
blood_of ~esus"31 Given the tone arad content oP both these mldresaes of 1849 

. - 
and 1851, it would be reasonable to asstune t h ~ t  Bishop Dcly supgymted Rev. 
Doadmy f s &i ou3 educational es+xgbllshnitnis at  3-on. 

When Doudney rendLvad to ope& the infmt school, he @ncounterod much oppoaitio-n 
from the Catholic clergy, who cslafmd he wo@d use the school to gain canvecrt-s.-. - 
to Proteatmitisa, In an &dress to the people of hmnahon a n P e b r m y  16,1855 
h-eg defended hilneelf agai%t this chmge of praselytising. He snya he 
interda t o  aet up an infant school to rel ieve the children from their govsrty 
ard Wsery and to provide them with stxl elementary ednceatian, food and clothing. 
In doing apt he says, "I am asking Znglfsh friends to help me,... I w a n t  .to sea 
Lhm taugh$; and as your priests have not g o t  up a school for them T will try",  
Furbker, he says no aarnpulBiaa w i l l  he used either for Catholic parents t o  send 
t h e i r  infants t o  %he school o r  to farce the children t o  &op t  the Preteatant 
r e :  "And though I w i l l  m t  w k  the children to bscone pro tee tmi t~ ;  nor 
w i l l  I. ask $hem to :,ttend o w  Church...... yet this I w%ll tell you p l ~ b l y , .  
a l l  %at come 4x1 our Infant School will bz taught t o  read, and taught to read 
the Bible too.. . . 32 

As we havc observed already, the infmt 8~h0p1 opened Ln August, 1852. D u r i n $  
fts firat month in operrtiotl Doudney, in a skriea of grogess  reports Co readers 
o$ the Gospel Magazine, conveyed news of attacks m a d e  an it by the lo*1 C & h o l i c  
cle~gg, For Mondq, August 4, Doudneg reported t h ~ t  the "priest demmced our 
proceedin@ Tram tlae altar yesterday", rsnd the followtng day th& the Catholic 
Bistzop, at a confirnation cerenony in a neighbouring parish, mdersd the pmisb 
grieet to excommuaicate those o h i l d r e n  who went to the in fant  school. $he 
iolldwing Bnday, A u p t  16, the news was that YPhe a t e r r  h ~ w g u e  was in Irish 
jree terday" . 
Very soon, a t tempts  by the prtests %a halt Catholic pm8nts sending t h e i r  
infats  to lhtrdneyts schaol increased for on Friday, A u p O  20, Dolrbey t o l d  , 
reaiiem that ''Four p r i e s t s  W c  been in t h e  vjllrtge %;in tcldag and have been 
busily engagad in each cabin whence the children cmetl. 33 Relatiam be-bmn 
Doudney and the p r i e s t s  continued t o  rewain tense d u r i n g  1852 Pnd 1853. In 
June, 1853, Daudney repar t s  thst ak tecn  cbklren were witfsdrawn fram the 
idat rschonl by their parefib because of threats from the priests that if tw 
did no* do so, they would be exc~mulaicated.3~ Other evihence o f  ooMl i c t  a t  
%is t i m e  camas f r o m  the Vate r fo rd  News which, on 30ptember 29, 1854, reported 
that a t  DallyZaneen, four girls from Buzxxhon, b?my Fy, Mosg Pitagerald, K i t @  
Sane and Catherine Gahill, renuunccd the P ro tes tmt  creed which b e y  hadadaptea 
and returnad to ~a%holioisn25 

These ixictdeata show t b t  there was n feeling of entrenchment wn both sMea,  
with Iloudney j u s t i f s n g  his attempt3 to give the  youth of the lacalitp, Catholic 
s;nd P r o t e B k % ,  a u8efu.l education along wit31 a b i b l i c a l l y .  based %ith, and the 
Catholic clergy resisting any attelnptq to induce thei r  par;iskxaners to mnvert 
to Prote~taatism. As ane nF&t expect, conditions far those Catholics attend- 
ingPa&myf@ achoaZs b e o w  very d i f f i cu l t ,  and by 1855, Doudney had resolved 
to p r o ~ l d o  n aszlctuary or home for those children who had been turned out or 
ostraciaed from the cannunity because of Y i i r  attendme at his schools.% 
Deapfte this ef'for-t at protectionS .ifitimidating throats continued. In duly 
1856, Doudnsy roporteif t o  hia  madera t W t  three children of m e  farniky attend- 
ing the iflaat school w w e  withdram becawr! the C a t h u l i  pr f  es t  bad refused to 
@ve a relation of tbeirs  absolution @less thsy did so. 97 We are unable to, 
determine the accuracy and val id i ty  of megy o f  these qtatments, but they do, 



c -: 

5. Below. a v i e w  of R ~ V . '  

OSPE'L M A G A Z I - N E ;  
A m  

IRELAND. 
IG$ISTED AXD ITYLISIIED AT TIIE 

~ o u d n e ~ ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  sqhool, 
showing the pupi l s  hoeing-and 
preparing t h e  soil under the 
s u r v e i l l a n c e  of t h e i r  instruc-Q 
t o r  W.S. Moore. The capt ion  
t o  t h e  illustration reads: 
"Let those that sow in sadness. 
wait 
Till t h e  b r i g h t  ha rves t  come; 
They sha l l  confess t h e i r  
sheaves a r e  g r e a t ,  
And shout t h e  blessings' 
home" . 

Below, sketch  of t h e  Bunmahon 
cliffs. The i nd iv idua l  t o  
t h e  c e n t r e  would appear t o  be 
drawing sea weed f o r  manuring 
purposes. The cliffs stillp 
r e t a i n  t h e i r  rugged and 
dismembered aspect today. 

4: 

re, t i t l e  page o f  t h e  

8 5 4 ,  p r l n t e d  and. published 
Bnnmahon for the years 1853- 
I .  The Magazine' i s  desc r ibe  
'very old ili i t s  d a t e  and 
r p l a i n  i n  i ts  doctrine. I t  
races a l l  who love our Lord 
1s Chr i s t  in s i n c e r i t y . .  . . 
it makes i t s  monthly c i r c u i t  
rugh c i t i e s ,  towns and 
.ages,  it goes i n  quest  of 
~ers'' . 



aeverthelees, reflect the high p a s i o n s  that caul4 be maused on both sldw.  

In 1857, pasiioes reached a new level of intensi ty when there were a nmber nf 
repasyFed threat# on Dou&neyrs l i fe ,  Orre df these +hea t s ,  we are  to ld ,  m s e  

. out aZ an i m i a e n t  with the local mitiom1 teacher, Nicbael Kelly. Dodnag 
Bays that Kelly's brother c a m  to h i m  and sought mnversiEK1 from the Catholic. . 
to the P1.oteaWt fa i th .  DoLldney w e e d  t o  thi8 a d  the conversion was duly 
ewsllmsated, but Kelly, the new convert, 'found i - b  d i m c u l t  t o  live at peace . 1 

T 

fn a pfedomfwt ly  ca tb l i c  area. Kelly s o ~ ~ ~ t I > c m d n e y ~ s  m c e a n d  the I 
result was t h a t  he departed for Lrmdon. Memwhile, KeLlyts.eUer brotheP the.. 
ternher, addressed letters t o  Boubey seeking infornation on hi8 brother's 

- whe~abuhs. Doudney quotes Xelly's letter of 9 EiIarcb, 1857, in which he - -I 
atatad that "you have acted illegally in teking away ay brother, a lad wder - . 

- .  

17 years, from ae his o a l y  guardian.. . . . The k r y  e-ng that her left. . .he 
., atole property fmn me" ,38 

'%* 

!Phe next sequenoe in the episode occurrzd w b e a a  sister of Kelly's, who wa9 
wxnWly whlanced,  committed suicide. Doudney w& blmed f o r  having ~ ~ i a n e d  
the cr-e, and he quatea e threatening note-which he ia repor&& to have aub- 
sequentXy reoeived s-ktiag: 9dSatez Dmbey have your *coffin made and your gave 
dug, for o w  hand8 we w i l l  waah in your 'blood.. . ." 39 F'urtber intinidating 
threats are  said to have been made-on noudney later in 185'7, Informtion cn 
the&@ threats is based on Doudney'a rn repmt.of a incidents -to readers of 
the -pel Ma@iai ne , so in this . B e r n ?  :they .we cae-aided accotmks , and I have 
not wne aicram other evidence t o  suhstxmtiate Doudzey's claims. A t  eny rate, 
the t&ea%s me said t o  have eontimed. Doudney quotes a threatening l e t t e r  
W U c h  he receiped on July 8 ,  1857, .-stat$&: "David A .  Doudney you proselfli- 
Orargewm you have got warning to 1-e &his c o w t r y - &  take flight %a John 
Bull it is all in vain blame yourself-this is the  last; notica, 
bought and @eve Llade b e f o ~ e  tbis dey-nonthn. 40 These threats, have i f  *wUmPPin e ,  are 
an index of the high passicna a r o u s e d . ~ n g  the rsejority Catholic c a m m i t y  of 
hxwhon by the presence of  Doudney ad. M s  xhoo l s .  

Decline of the Schools. 

As we have seen, Douanegl a object. in - g e t t i n g  ilp the schools was 4x3 'provide  the 
children of D m a h o n  not only with an eler.lentaz-y education, as i n  the infant 
acbaol, but a l s o  to fu rn i sh  them-with useful skills as in the printing, 
agrrcultural a.nd ecibroidery schools. Boudney did  not intsna the achools t o  l@. 
a temporary measure, buz he hoped t h o u g h  then " t o  .give permmemy t o  the -tea 
of iaduatry  a d  self-reliance1'. 41 

For the firat few y3ws it seecled as if this aim o f  self-sufficbncy might be 
achieved, The printing school ,  f o r  irrstance, had-considerable auccees in its 
early years.  %'hen the prLnting of Gill~s Elrgosition was  undertaken, at least 
2,000 fmbscribers were secmed bef~~t.ihEtnd. This amber was sufficient t o  
emwe that ell eqensea would be covered, and it even allowed Doudneg a aurplw 
whtch he wad ta c~uplete a glebe -hause. after t h ~  conpletian .of Gill's 
J3qmsition, Doudney admits tkt the  printing .school d i d  not  pay L t s  pay, due to 
the cheap rate at which the books warn issued, increase8 in papar prices  arid 
rising labour costs. Daudney raaJise@.-th&t the only way t o  boost the praepects 
of th@ pYxLnt;lLng schoal w a s  to imreaiuz. seloa. Thus on nunerous occasions we 
f k d  3.h1dtney appealing f o r  people ta purchase the books, t r ac ts  and p q h z e t s  
p r b t e d  at Bumahon. In the Gaapel slaagasine for Dacm'aer, 1056 (p.62~), 
Douclnby nade an appeal f o r  subscriptions t a  the Magazine t o  be part& promptly 
aad he ezhoxked readers t o  t r y  to extend the circulet ian of the periodioal. ' Aa 
i r s  evFdent &am TAl.3I;E 1 ( ~ e c i e s  10, bll & 12) a large nmber of works were 
print.ed right up t o  1857-1858, thou+& the qw- t i ty -was  collsiderably less d t e r  
1855 than before it. 

In 1856, there was a controversy in- %he press. aver -whether numbers in Do&eyl 0 

3 W ~ n  schoals were on the deel3.m.-or not. For.2nstnnce, the Ca tho l i c  







C A U S E  

GOD A'ND TRUI1'I.L 

VINDICATION OF PART I V .  

BY JOIIN GILL, D.D. 

Above, t i t l e  page of J. G i l l ,  The Cause 
' o f  God and Truth, printed in Bonmahon 
In 1855.  2 .500  c o ~ i e s  of the work are 
said  t o  have been broduced. On the 
issuing o f  another publication the 
Waterford Mail commented: "To have 
so elaborate a work issued from an 
I ant P in t i  Establ '  hmen in he 
rqfd m d n g  vqflage o$%o-Lon, IS 

t p y  $4 truly termed-an astounding 

Below, r2sla t fW 
sketch o f  tne mrfy 
19th century &at e s t m t  
Church in ICAockmabon, 
of which Rev, DaNney 
was curate from I 4 4 7  t o  
1858. It is r.e&rbfM 
t o  note that su&a f 
fine structure has been 
out of use for mafir. *ir; year 5 .  """"r 7 - 1  

9. Below, view of the 
interior of Rev. 
Doudney's printing * 

school, showing some 
of the pupils engaged 
in composing t y p .  
The scene conveys m 2 

. impression of aqtivi t :  
and i n d u s t r i o u s q s s ~ ~  



S o m e & :  
-following cbbrevLc-Lions hwe  beau wed:- G.M.= Goepel Mcgieine m a  

P r o t e a t a t  Berzcon; IEI = National Libr3sy of Irelakl; P.O.= A f i c t o r i t l l  
Outing af  the R i s e  C-nd I)_rogreog of the Dmmhon Industrial, Infant a d  
Agricul-turnl S chaola by 13, A. Boudney , published Bumchon 1855 ; TJ .M ..= The 
Waterf ord Hail) 

Wnterford Hews 7.11 -1902 quoting' s z ~ e  o f  11.10.1851: 
N . 2 . 1 .  Ms. 9497 No. 22 p.lE;n 

. A  C W g e  delivered by the Bt .  Rev. the Lord Bishop of Caahel at the 
vf_slitetian of d31e Dioceses - 02 Waterford md Lisnore, Cashel and Eh'Ig 
(1.849) p.4, '13. 
A, Charge delivered by the 2%. Rev. the Losd Bishop of Coshel rt viai tat ion 
held  in the df ocsses o f  Wcterf ord and Limore, Gcishel w d  E a l y  (1851)g.7,12- I 
I1.O. p.20. For a further nddress sinilm in tone and content- see ~.~.1852 4 
(IEI~) p,  24'3, 3iblc.-roccling by the people thenselves w2s an inpa&ant issue 
of cautraversy betvreen Cathol ic  a d  P r e t e s t a t  cleqgnen. In 1853-4, 
Doudney i n i t i z t e d  a fur,! f o r  c: 3ible Deposttosy at Bumahon, for this 
see: P,O. p,21, G.H. 1854  an.) p, 48, G.M. 1855 (~av.) P.538. 1 

- 
G.M. 1858 (~q) 2,240, G.DT.1858 (~ct, p-534. 52. W.M, 24.8.1866 :' - 
17,L.I. 1.Is,94971io.22p.17. 5J.Wald-5,7.1861:=ibid. - 
ibid.,15.8nlt364 : ib id .  55. 1 . 1 .  11s. 9497 IJo. 22 .17. 
Dictioncry of H n t i o x l  -- 3iogc<3+ mi. 22 Supplement (1909y 
p. 572-3. Doudney n~~ntc i rzed  his interest in wrfting pastoral and 
r e l i g ious  works right up t o  the t i ne  of his death. For his wo~ks 
post-1860, see under rD.A.Doudney' in J.P. Kirk A su lenent to 
All ibone  8 c r i  tial dif&omry of E q l i s h  liter atus-) . 

NOTE ON I U U S W L ' I I I O ~  : llhe ti tile pages (NOS. 1, 4, 7) are reproduced by kind 
permiaaion of the Ebrqriazl, Trini ty  College, Dublin. 
The other illustrations (NOS. 2, 5y 5,6,8,9) are from h Pictorial Outline,fram 
a copy in Waterfwd Mmxicipal L ib ra ry ,  



by J. S . Carroll, 

&om those parts of the C i v i l  Survey (1654-56) wbch  have survived and from 
the Books o f  S m y  and Distribution, d r a m  up under the Acts of Settlement 
(1662) a d  Explanation .(l665) it is possible in most areas to es-bbllah 'the ' 
names and propertie& of  those affected by the C r o m w e l l i a n  plantation. T h i s  
is h e  of the County of Waterford and of 'the Liberties of the city but only 
partly txue of the city i t s e l f .  . . 

In 1654 &nerd Fleepaad,  the Lord Deput;y, issued commissions to v&ow 
groups t o  c a r r g  out the C i v i l  Survey a, far that purpose, to hold Cm&e a .  

of Enquiry in the several bmonies of the County f o r  which they were appointed, 
Those for Co. Waterford were J o b  C l i f f e ,  Robert  Fawcett and George Cawdron. . 
Pawcptt and Cawdron were already in possession o f  forfeited land in the Liberaes 
m were e,me &her Parliamentarians. Cawdron became the first Mayor ofwaterfokd 
is the P m i t a n  Corp~ration appointed in 1656 f o l l o w i w  six gears of  m i l l t e y  
government. 1 

The Cornonwealth resemed for themeelves a11 the towns, all Church lands) 
with their tithes, ae well as the entire Counties af Dublin, Cork, C a r l o w  
and Kildase.  Forfeited lands derived from the estates ~f thcrae who were 
banished from the country, those driven out of the t a m s  and those t&splmted 
tb Comacht. 

It is difficult Ds establish the number of heads of families who were tram- 
planted. Hatthew 3utler2 gives the nunber far Co. Waterford as 79 represent- 
trig (with retainers, etc.) 1748 persons. sinrington3 suggeata a higher figure 
and. this seems likely when one considem the list of names of $Base f r o m  Ca. 
Waterford sulbsequently put before Omonde as being worthy of consideration for 
possible resfsration. These numbered 43. Very few were selected. 

!!he fate af t b  t'ransplasted landowners and t h e i r  retdners was a herrd one hub 
the m e r c h t q  and property owners i n  the towns fared worst of all and nowhere 
worse than i n  Waterford. It was decreed that a l l  Catholics, whether of Irish 
or Ebglish birth, must leave the %own and nat return within two miles of it. 
For the raerchaats of  Waterfard, Land in C o a a ~ h t  would have'been of little - 

in%erest, even if they had been offered it. They took themselves and the- 
famillea abroad, making uae, no doubt, o f  the commercial links and friendship8 
established over the yems. 

The apoila had to be divided between those who f e l l  into five distinct; catewias. 
First, there were the adventurers who, t a  the number of 1360, had subscribed ' between them nearly &300,000 t a  win Irish Land at give away rates. The #ping 
rate per acre vaxied with the County, rangi between 25 t+ 110 ence. Here  

I in Co. Waterford the rete w s  50 pence,exce% far the barony of &ddlathird 
which went for only 35 pence.4. 

i 
1 The next group was the Pa~limenCarian army in Ireland, plus the garrisons of 

Dublin and Derrg, all of whose pay was in amear. Thirdly, there were the 

i 
Parliamentary troops still in England who were also offered I r i a h l a n d  i n  lieu 
of  pay. These were given land i n  Co. Mayo wblch had to be taken from the 
tranrsplanted Irish to make roam for them, Z'ourthly, there were those troop8 
who fought in Ireland m&er Col. Jones and Col. Monk before C r o w e l l  
sarrived. These got 'Lands i n  Cork, Louth and Femamgh. Finally, thare w a s  
the special c a m  of the Cork Garrisons under Inchiquin who had changed eides  

changed Back again. These were first  disbarred but eventually had their 
nlaima allowed. 



Borne Cfounties were reserved f o r  adventurers only, some %r soldiers only snd 
same f a r  both. Waterford wanr- one of the-aixed Counties - The bax'onies of 
Dacies, Goshmore and Cashbridge and the Liberties of Waterford (except f o r  
~ilculliheen) went to adven%wers. Upper th i rd ,  GZenahiry, Middle t h i r d ,  
W t i e r  and Kilcullfheen want to soldiers'j, B i t -  the compass 09 this 
article it is g o s s i b l ~  t o  trea-t; o n l y  of Gaultier, the L i b e r t i e s  and the City. 

THB FATE OF W A T r n r n  CIW: 
In the accompanying t s b l e  Cgagess pl-) for the L i b c r i i e s  some small parcels 
of 1- not  identifiable by m e  h8ve becn ~mLttcd.  For t h e  c i t y  the prepanit 
t ion  o f  such a table w ~ s  not practicable but tha following particulars should 
give a fair indication of w b t  happensd, 

!l%ese were the v3ctosious troopo of Col Prettie's regiment af horse. T h i r t y  
mea were picked frcm enoh of the t r o o ~ ; r  under the cornrnand of Major Brweton, 
PIIa jar Eichardson, Capt. Aalcd-12, Capt , Dol ton ,  Capt. Bicfiolls end Czpt.Thomaa. 
They were disbanded in kugmt 1655 ( t hc  f F r s t  of t h e e  disbandments), and 
become p r i v a t e  citizens, 

H02m A1 m m~mEikTIBiT: 
The old famZl5.e~ had been d i ~ p r s e d  and m?-ny ha3 gone t o  the continental see- 
p T b i r  ho~cs were r r i s e d  by the declarat ion of Charles 11 at the time 
of the Restoration, ao in Koveaber, 1660: they petitioned 0monXd to he allaed 

Although w e l l  orgcndscd, the rcset t lemmt sckiew was bound to proceea slowly 
becawe of i t s  very uag@tude. At the -tim of  the I3estorction there were 
21,615 s o l d i w s  w o h ~ d  exchcnged their debe~lturas for assignments but had 
nat  yet got land. ' T ~ O D  $he outset it wcs cloer -that Charles, despi.te his 
d~cleration, wguld do ljttla to in ter fs rc  w i t h  the comse planned by the 
C O ~ I I W ~ O . ~ ~ ~ ,  Ho'cevex, n few of the cbmges whioh he made affected WzBsford 
Ee restored Omonde m d  a fw of thc nobili-kg to their  estates. Re b e a b e d  
gifts of fu r the r  I ~ i s h  land on cwhain noaheer, who had no cl~im whetever. 
Thwo included his Israther Jams, thenDuire sf York. James got lands id 
Dublin, Kilkenny, Lkath, 'Jes.t;mcath ~ n d  Vexforfi., but he d i d  not disdain to 
accept a l s o  s 1ii3re 25 Eeres in Lonos Grmgo,  along with saue houses in Wigh St&, 
Barronstrilnd S t ~ e e t  cnd t h ~  ~ ~ 2 4 7 . ~ '  Of course, hc promptly lost then al l  
d e r  the F i l l i m i t c s .  

For Waterford County and the Libert%es the Rostwration set7t;lement, as x e p r s s e ~  
i n  the Books of S m y  and Distribution, is sub~tan-tially tho sme ELEI %.Re 
Cra~tlvyellian, but not ao far the city. The award of land@ to the-IrrcWquie. 



?IE[E: ';XI;LImm SZYEXXb'fEf?T: 
'The Ls~t -move wes made by Y i 1 l i . m  I I f  C&r t r r+n  prominent Jacobites were 

mote on Tables and Sotrrces; 

Table 1, is an otterngt to condense the information givm in the C i v i l  Survey 
f o r  ownership in 1640 m d  1651 of each townlsnd (or other denominntian) in 
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taken from the Books of Survey  and Distribution. The ''RemrksW come largely 
from the Books of' &%iaS%ind S&IS .-"- -' . * -- - -  - - - -  . . .- . + 

i I 
Table 2 f o r  the i iber t ies  is orrmged  sl ighkly differently, ownership i n  1640 1 
b ~ i n g  owitte6. This is because Vntcrford Corporetion owned most 04 the area. 

i 
O n l y  the pas is he^ of St. Johnv s !Sithout, K i l k r y  m d  S t .  Gfztherlne!~ Abbey . 
then being pxiva$ely owned. T o w l ~ s  in these psrishea were ownediby the 
f o ~ o w i n g  acven people : ~ h o m s  \ lading ( ~ l i e v s k e ~ l e  , Arc~wleya~ore b d  ~i~arrgi)  , 
Elsmcis Wise ( ~ o h n  Leet s Pcrk and Visa s ~~ewtawn) ,  Nicholas Vise ( ~ r i o r s h m k  3, 
S i r  Pe%eter Aylwar(l (Eallytruclcle) Thoam Porter ( ~ o w e r  &range), J o h n  7iiolsh ! 
Merchant (upper p m n g g e )  ~ n d   atr rick @ugh (~oughls ilewtown). A s  the ~ i &  . 

Survey ~ l s o  gives the nanes of lemeholdcrs in the L i b e r t i e s  in 1654, I hkvo 
l i s t e d  these he*. - - -Wm.-iges oeueed-Ay- the. f LndingL af . t h e _ C . ~ x a i a s & p ~  pf -Grace; 
(1703) c;ppea.r in the "Remmksl'. 

The fo l lowing s6wces were used; cs snunberated in +he text. 

1. Prendergw-t ;: The Gromwellian ilettlement of Irelcnd. 
2. Butler: EIi$tory of the Barony of Gaultier, p.85. 
3. Sirmirigton: ' The Civil Survey,1654, Vol.Vl - In%ro. g aiii 
4. Prendergnst~ op. cit, 5 ,  SWngton: op.cit. p x i i i .  
6. Simhgton: qp.cit, p p x l i  & 215-285. 
'7. Prendergastd op. eit. 80 %bid; 9. i b i d ,  
10. l?if teenth l idpar t  of Public Records Comnissi~r1,1825; G r a n t s  undek Acts of 

Settlement and E-plaation. i t 
11. Ibid; j.bid;-- -. ...- - -  . .-. - -- .-- -. -..- . .. - ... . .  t 
17, Hatchell: Grants under t h s  Comiasicn o f  Grace 1684-38. (hblinl183$). 

T r w s c r i p t  by Pcncter. 
14. Book uf ~ o s b g s  and Sales ,  1703. (1~1s. i r r  National  ~ i b r m y )  . 

I n  response t o  D r .  Pe t t i t ' s  request f o x  infomation on n Stuccadore rimed 
W i l l i a m  Os'oorn~? (Tkcies 81, I*. Iafi lumley writes:- 

While the name o f  V i l l i a x u  Oaborne i s  unfdmiljar to me, I 
tha t  oF a Patrick Osborne, traditionally butt wi thmt known ! . 
proof held t o  be a :'laterfordman, is on record. +om I t 
Castle'.town Cox, Co . Kilkenny , buLlt 1757 onwards by D a v i s '  Ducart 
( the s b  Architect as the  Cork ?:hpralty ~ ~ a t l s e ) ,  n set of 
accaunits of 1774 show thc fire plasterwork t o  be the  work of * 

p at rick 0 s b a . m . - -  -This 2s hn-brwti-ng-in connecting. the ~ s b &  
name with that  of Ducart f o r  thc second time, suggesting *bat , 
reaeawh in to  the s t u s m  of Ducmtfa o t h ~ r  works would be worth- 
while .' 

e,. P. Curran in Dub1 f n Decorative PIES%GZWX~' ( 1 4 6 ~ ~ )  
attributes the work i n  the  Chamber o f  Comerce, liVaterfordS 2 
house pf 1790' s, t o  b t r i o k  ( n o t  ~ i l l i m )  Osborne buk gi*s yro 
s s l u c c ~ ~  In addition he places Pztrick in his list of Duglin 
plnstgFers showing he must at l ans t  havc t r e i n e d  thsro.  

,. , - 
3 t i t  ihe woriFot ' the i ~ a ~ o r a i t y  ~ o u s  6 ,  d o&j .ie 

Rococq. That n t  Castletown Cox more disciplined, while-the 



Hidan Clarke. 

For fifteen years or so, I have kept a f i l e  labelled 'John Atherton' 
i n  which I have gathered odds and ends of information connected with an 
unsolved, and seekngly inaoluable , seventeenth century q s t e r y  . Thia is 
no more than an attempt t o  put the contents of that fo lder  in to  coherent order, 
so tha t  one may take stock of what is hiown and what remains t o  be discovered. 

John  Atherton was  the son o f  a Somerset clergyman, born in 1598,educated 
a t  Gloucester Hall and Lincoln College, where he took his N.A. i n  1621 (3.8.1617 
and ordained i n  the CQurch of England. Be established some reputation as a 
canon lawyer at Oxford, which makes i t  a l i t t l e  odd that when hs went down it 
was t o  a ;rural rec tory  i n  h i ~ l  native county ( ~ u i s h  ~ h m ~ f l o w e r , l 6 2 2 ) .  Odder 
s t i l l  i s  the fact that,  on 22 April 1630, he was installed as prebendary of 

, S t .  John the Evangelist in Dublin, though he had neither relingpished his 
English benefice nor received permission t o  hold the two jointly. There f a  
no doubt that i t  was in Dublin that he served, and i t  was there that his legal 
a k i l l s  were quickly recognized by the incoming l o r d  deputy, Thomas Ventworth. 
Wen-horth arrived i n  Ireland i n  the summer of  1633: in the following April, 
the accelerated advancement of Atherton commenced with his ins ta l l a t ion  aa 
Chancellor ( i . e .  law off icer)  o f  Rillaloe diocese:  i n  rapid succession, he 
became absentee rector of two parishes i n  Queens County ( ~ i 1 l a b e . n  and 
~allintubride/~ortstown) , chaplain t o  the lord chancellor of Ireland, an 
honorary Doctor of Divinity o f  Dublin University, Chancellor of Christ Church, 
Dublin (~ecember, 1635), a member o f  the inf luent ia l  and prestigious Cammission 
for  Eccleagastical Causes (~ebruary,l636), w d ,  finally, on 28 May 1636, Bishop 
of  Waterford. and Lismore. It was not an unusual career pattern f o r  an ab le  
Englishman, lay or cleric ,  i n  the aervice of the English administration i n  
Ireland. But i t s  ending was unique. On 5 December 1640, he was hanged i n  
Dublin. On the same day, "4 s own request, his remaim were interred i n  a 
rubbish dump in  a corner of  S John's churchyard i n  Fishamble Street .  On 
the same day, Dublin University formally expunged his name from its r o l l  of 

,, honorary graduates. That he died as a bishop was entirely fortuitous. . The 
death of the acting l a r d  deputy on December 3 had m a d e  it impo8sible to proceed 
with the ceremqny of deconaecration which had been arranged for  December 4. 

. - 

Ekact information is hard t o  cog? by, but there is no mystery .abo& the 
capital charge brought against Atherton. So far as the record goes, his  
troubles began on 17 dune 1640. On that day, while the opposition majority 
i n  the Irish Commons was prepar ing  a det&iled statement o f  ecclesiast ical  

I grievances - most of them stemuing from the afscontented Ulster p r e s b y t e r f a  - 
, it heard a petition presented by one John Child against the lord Bishop of 

Waterford. L committee w a s  at once appointed t o  bring the matter to  the  
at tent ion of the lord deputy, and to request tha t  both Child and Atbertan be 
placed i n  custody at once. The p e t i t i m  i t s e l f  has not survived, but a 
p r i v a t e  l e t t e r  of the time W s  it clear  that i t  contained a comprehensive 
attack on Atherton's morals. Child both accused the  bishop of  acts  of  
fornication and adultery and claimed t o  have had homosexual relat ions with 

, him. I n  biblical language, the capi tal  charge was sodomy: i n  the  legal 
terminology of t he  day, it was buggery. This had been a capital offence in 

I Ireland for only s ix  years, the E n g l i s h  l e a s l a t i o n  of a hundred years before ' having been introduced t o  Ireland as a resul t  of the in teres t  a d  revulsion 
arouaed by the trial and execution of  the earl o f  Castlehavan f o r  complicated 
sexual offences in1631. The charges agaimt Atherton l a  overtones of i rony:  

I as a judge i n  the ecclesiast ical  courts he had been notoriously severe i n  his 
judgements on sexual offenders; and to  add to  the piquancy, though he 
s t r e n w l y  denied the charge of  sodo~~~y, he admitted t o  the minor charges. 



'$0 far basemss in him did prqvxil 
tMt m t o  lust be s8-t h.rjmsalf +d miI, 
deflswered virgim, mrrW+qe beds defilcd, 
with mny sth~r v i c i c s  cr imes t o o  . d L c  
t o  be conceiv~d. . . 
Lnstly, through pr ide ,  high Y=e ad lmtful Life 
incest committed with -the s is ter  af  his wife, 
fop which he s w a  his pcrdon cnd thsn f l ed  
$0 Ireland, when a Wwser l i f e  he 1 d . I  





'I ~lrme t o  pay my last deb* the re ,  the first of ply coat that I 
@ow c)f i n  this kind, I pray God that I m y  be the last. I 
believe it is known La you all that is laid aiy aharrge, a d  for 
whA& 1 racaived Bentems cpf b a t h .  1 do laem before the Lard, 
B98 holy angels and you all  o m  the  sentence egatmt me be just, 
ma t h ~ t  f MBS ~ i l t y  02 She e b g e  brought agartllst me*' 

Phia stepds in direct contradiction t o  Bernard. U n f o r t w t e l y ,  there seem 
t o  be no way- 09 emluatifig it. A pur i tan  ni.~nt&te~. called J o b  friee was 
appointed a fellow of T.CID in the X650s (S~~TCD 16591, and t h i s  m y  w e l l .  bm 
been he, but we have no informtion as to when, a& in w h a t  cLreumst~uzce~3, 
the ataC~meaf was W e .  

The eb-ezthar aP. the second statement, which is very mwh I~nger  and more 
remrk;able, ie identzifiable. *Ee was the Rev, Jahn Quick, a non-conformist 
minister of same notoriety in the Restoration period, who set down, in 1590, 
w h a t  he knew Of certaln events concerning Atheston. The chief character in 
Iris narrative was the vdfe o f  a merchant called Ifaalley, of Minohead in Somerset. 
In 1636, her recently dead mother in l a w  (who had been making ree;ulas public 
appearamas in the harbour since her death) came t o  hem: privately auld t o l d  her 
to go tio Ik.eland to warn her uncle, the biehop of Qaterford, that lunless he 
doth  repent a f . tbe  sin whereaf he knows hjmself guilty, he shall be hangedt. 
'Phe appa;riti.on proceeded to 2ilI Sn the t>ackgratmd, Vhera Jo f inRtk r ton  

'lodged ak my brother's hame in Iksxmtabls, he being then mmied 
to lqfr sister, got my brotherrs da-ughter with ah;ild, and I delivered 
her of a girl, which w soan  as he had b p t i a e d  I pbohed the throat 
of it a d  strangled it, and he smked it over ra pan of charcoal t&t 
i t  m;i&t wnot s t b k ,  and burTed i t  i n  the  chamber of %he h w e  1 . 

The youne;er MTEI. Leabq9having first consulted @dlr ministers, delivered the 
aaessage to Atherton, who repl ied ,  inscrutably,  that 'if he w a s  born to be 
h e e d  he should n o t  be drownedr. Mrs. Leakey returned home and t o l d  the local. 
J.P,a, who reported ta the &ivy Gomci l ,  but it w w  apeed that her sowoe of 
-Fdormation did n o t  measure up to the requirements 09 legal. proof, ctnd thc 
mitt= wecs mt pwsued. However, three years In ter ,  in 1639, e young mm 
called CbwbwlaLr* who was appwn-t;ioe to the  Town C l e r k  of B m t s p l e ,  who 
n m  none othw than the e lder  Mrs. Leakey's bro%br ,  w ~ s  -troubled by a p p w i t i ~ n s  - 
B young woman w i t h  an infant, m d  an old man. One night, the old man to ld  h i m  
where to find four boxes under the floor. In them, he would find two eilver 
pots: one contained gold, and be was to keep it: the other he was to bring ' 

urnopened to his master's married dmghtcr in rialess E% MI.%. B e t t y ;  who m a  niece 
to Bishop Athertan, Chamberlain did no ho was t o l d .  A year later, 
ms, B e t t y  died, Isasrl.ng ail her propcrtg to her makd m csnditioxi that She 
took the ~ L l r r e r  pot to Atherton ard delivered th i s  measwe, 'tat if he &id not 
repent trf the sin he h e w  himself to be gxi l ty  of, he would ho hanged'. The 
terms of the will gave rise -to cwiweity a d  sus_oicim: a load justice of $he 
peace commmdee-rsd the pot, which wns found t o  contain the skeleton of an 
infant. The Privy Council wasa inform&, m.d Athartan's errest ordered - just 
at %he mma& when his other crimes were cEtcMng up with M m  in Dublin, It 
ahould bo said at once t h ~ t  the Privy Council register cant&m no record 09 
this, and Quick, who w a s  barn in 1636, claimed no dimct ICnPsledge. But he 
waa f r a m  ikarm Duvon, hc stntcd his saurcos o f  inl?mmtion throughout, Qn$ 

%hare m a ,  a f  coma@, ecka& - o f  t lx rhyming pmph2etrs nllogation of incest, 
and of Athwton f s  own premmikLen af vengeance Idrawing nigh him1 a3 a resul* 
of a visit from Ithe ctne who had' c o r r u p t ~ d  hin in his youth', 

EBonctb~lrzse, t h o  pamphlet wrttributud nothing decisive. Beither Price'z 
brief'&i&x@onf wror Quick's fascinating nnd circumste-ntial account came maf: 
to meeting %be mos t  relaxed standards af p r ~ o f .  But at t h ~ t  point, the 
accumulation of e v i d e x o  v t r k a l l y  ended, and historians wore l e f t  t o  mke up 











The ccm cganst Eiers h t l e r  is very imubstzntial. Tn fact, 15 rests 
solely on 10~61 rumom recorded sevcnt;y p%ra oft- the event, f a r  the allegedly 
oarroborz~ory evidewe of his embroilment in c proper ty  dispute with Athexton 
refers t o  the wrong praper'cy and the wrong m a .  The Piam Rutler who contesM 
Dorwgboro at& the Wehop of Waterford w m  the son of Lord C W r ,  not the 
rewrder of the city, who mas young (he entered Grey1 s Im in London in 163 5) , 
nnd not pmtictilwly w e l l  connected. BE WEB, mareaver, c catholic:- cad 
Athexton emghaticclly assured B c m z r d .  thzt 'none of t h e  Romi~h sect,though 
d i f f e r i n g  f r o m  me in points o f  rcligian, M ci in this cOxplc,fnt agfiinst 
me'. 

If the cme against Eutler is t o  be discounted, c.s it mwt be if one 
prefers Ath~r.t;onb explicit stciteaont to the g o s s i p  o f  lct@x gerzerc-tians, and 
if the e m 1  of Cork was, ct the mst, off-stcge, then w h a t  m e  the p s i b i l i t i e ~ ?  
On a purely %pecu;lt;tiva level there seen -b me t o  be two, not  necesszi lg  
separate &am m e  ana-bkr, s i n ~ e  smrelctee tu the strctagy while the ~ t h e r  
concerns t%t-@ and mo%i-rre. 



As yet, there ~ e e m  %a be no way of deciding the pgint, just as tbem i a  w 
way of; deci'ding whether John Atherton w a s  innocent or guilty as charr@d, Ss 
that this file must remain forever ogen - so lsng, at least, as ft aepmd8 
on contpent2onal swcers of infamation. Them is aPweya the hope aF a d s i t  
frm Mrs. Leskeyr 8 mother in l a w ,  or perhaps, in Waterf ord, John  Atherton 
himelf. 

(~rafesslor Clarke feels t h a t  fuk.ther in fomat ion  on Bishop dthertcm m y  he 
available in Waterford and would l i k c  to add such infomeation to hirs 'lflle't, 
D o let us bow of arqthing relevwt - Ed.) --- ------ ---------------------------------------------e---- 

Waterford City D r r a f t  Dsvelopwnt P l m ,  1978. 

While tkia Plan is not intended cts an historicsl document i t a  conelusions 
will. be &en as signtgticmt f o r  h i s t ~ f i m ~  here, They will bB clieered to 
read, "it is 'the golicy of the PImning Authority t o  preserve and protect 
buildit-@, sfrmo.t;urss and fehtwes of h i s t o r i c ,  e;rohitectw&L, a~cchae~lo&@al 
ur a r t i s t i c  in%arest which contribute to tho character of +be cityH. 
Subntantl~ting tht8 is a list of s-ty five items far presesvatian - w a l U ,  
tcswess, bridges, pUbli.c buildings, old  churches md many other struc-t;ures anti 
features. Added t o  thia is a further  l i s t  of thirty sne interior fixtures 
fa2 gresemakion. Thla i s  E: ma$ interesting list, identifybg good star- 
cmaa ,. pi~sterwork, woodwork, fireplaces & other f ec-hxres Tn public trvll&ings, 
e h ~ p s ,  pubs ma prlvnta houses. I 

A second category lists buildings aid features far protectLm. These 
include tk t i r tg  one "Good tr~ditional shop &ones which w i l l  'be protected and 
which should a o t  be altered without  pxtor plaming  pem$asianl'. There is 
a further dsle-reul$ing list of nSnd%y one buildin@ Bnd other struc'cures, 
Victorian matLnlyr which are to be protected. Historiauls will be pn;t.ticul.wly 
pleased to ndte that BlacHriers  is to b@ mnda accessible an6 that th& Watch 
Fewer i.s t o  be repaired aad m d e  avz5lnble for suitable me. 

'Phis, therefore, i s  a mast ell~omn-g document. Implicit throughout 
is a caneern that-Waterfardls gzst will be pr&servftd, and not jwt in the 
shadow of transierit twentieth oentmy s k m c t ~ e s  but as a f o ~ m  ond +&me f o p  
future development. It: I s  pointless now to b c t w c i l  what is l o s t  but we can 
be ~hankful WE, and inheed proud of, the en l igh ted  attit&.des which t h i a  Plan 
gives expression to 



(from page 2 )  

1. Milling and c o  . , l inen drapers, haberdashers and s i l k  
mercers' premises was at 4,  Lit t l e  Georges St.. 

2113 It seems that Holden was succeeded a t  1, Broad S t . ,  
by J.W. Delahuaty. 

(These illustrations are by Mrs. Susanne Brophy) 




	The Marriage of Thomas Wyse and Letitia Bonaparte. By Eileen Holt
	Notes on Settlement at Rossmire, Co. Waterford. By John Mulholland
	Aspects of Passage East (Part II). By Julian C. Walton
	Rev. Daid Alfred Doudney and Educational Establishments at Bunmahon, Co. Waterford, 187-'58. (Part II). By Thomas Power
	Land Ownership in East Waterford, 1640-1703. By J.S Carroll
	The Atherton File. By Aidan Clarke
	Summer Programmw of the Old Waterford Society

